Pieces of Gold - Information Sheet


The performance this year will be on Wednesday – March 4, 2015 @ Memorial Auditorium (7:00 p.m.)

Philosophy
Pieces of Gold was started in 1983 as a fund-raiser for Wake Education Partnership and a celebration of the arts in our school system.  Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, 100% of the profits raised at this event will be dedicated to the WCPSS Arts Education program.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to share their talents and skills in an elegant performance venue for members of the corporate community and parents.  

· Performance selections should be a direct reflection of their curricular activities with a clearly defined teaching objective.  The overall production has no specific theme – just high quality arts education.  These are represented in highly polished performances that are generally 3 minutes in length, visually stimulating and demonstrate advanced technical skill.  Auditions selections over 4 minutes in length will not be considered. 

NOTE – The judges & artistic director reserve the right to recommend changes to your audition selection for the final performance.  
· No more than 2 groups per school will be allowed to audition -if more groups are interested – consider preliminary auditions at your school, design a rotation system among the arts staff, or collaborate on a joint project.

· Accompaniment scores (conductor, piano, bass, lead guitar/synthesizer, drums) and sample recordings must be submitted AT AUDITIONS for review by the POG Pit Conductor.  Failure to provide requested items may jeopardize a school’s opportunity to audition.
Additional Information

** Large Orchestral groups need not audition in person but may submit a video/audio recording.  Any group may submit a video if the school has conflicts with the audition dates/times.
** As an introduction to your performance at auditions, you must submit a brief written description that will be read by a Pieces of Gold Volunteer.  This introduction should clearly articulate your teaching objective or some insight into the process of learning this selection.  This intro should identify your audition number (you’ll be given this # upon arrival) and not include your school name.  This introduction must be UNDER 30 seconds.
**The Finale is a large performance piece that includes the entire cast with the elementary schools in the aisles of Memorial Auditorium and the middle and senior high schools on the stage.  While we absolutely want the finale to be performed by the ENTIRE CAST – we expect all schools to participate but exceptions will be considered for compelling reasons. 

**The recommended maximum number of performers is 35.  Performing groups with more students are allowed to apply but this is NOT recommended.  No costumes are allowed at auditions but you may show a picture or have a student wear an example of your costume ideas if it is significant to the performance.  Accompaniment tracks for choral selections are allowed at auditions but are not to be used for the final performance.  Professionally written orchestral scores (conductor, piano, bass, lead guitar/synthesizer, drums) must be provided at the time of auditions.  Medleys are discouraged unless they have been commercially produced.  CD is acceptable accompaniments for dance selections only.

**Soloists are allowed to audition but must be sponsored by an arts staff member at the school.  Simply complete an application as with a group.  Auditions will take place on the stage at an area school.  A sound system will be provided for cassette tape,  CD or mp3.   An electronic keyboard will be available with monitor speakers facing the performers – we do not guarantee the availability of an acoustic piano.

**Teachers are welcome to be in the pit while their students are on stage, but are NOT allowed on the stage for the actual performance.

**Information regarding Gifts of Gold – visual art display will be forthcoming – 1 submission per teacher – on display @ Duke Energy Center for Performing Arts 3/3-4/15.  
	Auditions
	Tu/Th  12/2 & 12/4 
	Broughton High
	Between 3:00 pm & 6:00 pm

	Production Mtg (if selected)
	Thurs., 1/6/15, 4-5pm
	Wake Ed. Prtshp 
	Required meeting for 1 Teacher/ School 

	Rehearsal 
	Wed., 2/18/15, 3-5 pm
	Daniels Middle
	10 minutes assigned to selected El. schools 

	Full Rehearsal 
	Sat., 2/21/15, 12-5 pm 
	Daniels Middle
	No school would be more than 3 hours total 

	*Snow Date/Full Reh. 
	Sat. 2/28/15, 12-5 pm
	Daniels Middle 
	

	Dress Rehearsal 
	Tues., 3/3/15, 2-6 pm 
	Memorial Aud. 
	No school would be more than 3 hours total 

	Performance 
	Wed., 3/4/15 
	Memorial Aud. 
	Call Time is 6:00 


